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“I like clothes that aren’t super restrictive because I’m 
always moving. Always,” explains Keenan Kampa, the 
lithe 23-year-old dancer who just last year became the 
first American to join Russia’s legendary Mariinsky 
Ballet. But Kampa isn’t solely concerned with the 
practicality of her attire – ballet has also given her a 
keen sense of style. “As a dancer your eye is trained to see 
lines that are aesthetically pleasing, so when you dress 
in the morning that’s what you look at. You don’t look at 
the outfit and say ‘Do these colors go together?’ It’s more 
about ‘How does this shape look?’”

It’s no coincidence that in describing her ideal wardrobe 
she alludes to the effects that dancers spend their lives 
trying to achieve: “Simple. Less is more. Just clean lines.”
These are also the qualities that drew Kampa to star in 
the new G-Star video. It took only a trip to company 
headquarters in Amsterdam for her to “fall in love.” “I 
thought ‘This stuff totally suits my style,’” she reflects 
with near-childlike enthusiasm. “There were no frills or 
distracting details.”

It may be this purity that made the young dancer so 
attractive to Russian eyes. At age 17, Kampa was spotted 
by a scout from the Vaganova Ballet Academy in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, from which she became the first 
American to graduate. While developing impeccably 
clean technique she always maintained the natural, 
unaffected way of moving that ballet aficionados 
treasure. “My teacher explained ballet in a logical way - 
the mechanics of it, the physics of it. We learned how to do 
pirouettes in garbage cans.” Clearly the soft-spoken, doe-
eyed beauty has never been afraid to get down and dirty.

She may be a ballerina, but Kampa’s personal style tends 
toward the androgynous. If she’s not performing or in 
class or rehearsal, she’s probably sporting Converse 
sneakers and a pair of G-Star jeans. Her tendency to 
span the gender continuum in her clothing, again, has 
its counterpart in her approach to dance: “One day 
you’re doing a role that’s very athletic and you’re strong 
and aggressive but the next day you’re playing a fragile, 
16-year-old girl.”

Kampa excels at both ends of this spectrum, digging into 
hundred-year-old classics like La Bayadère and edgy 
contemporary work like that of Finnish choreographer 
Jorma Elo with equal ardor. Her dream role is the 
demure Juliet in the ballet based on Shakespeare’s play - 
a vision in flowing, pastel gauze - while her favorite part 
to date is Kitri in Don Quixote, a seductive character she 
describes as “very fast and fiery and a little mischievous.” 
For Kampa, the versatility of being a ballerina is part of 
what makes it so exciting. Because “it’s always changing.” 

Lithe, sinuous, graceful. KEENAN KAMPA’s body is a machine honed by  
hours of training. On stage she is a fragile virgin one moment and a powerhouse of fury 

the next. Her combination of power and grace has drawn eyes in Russia and the US; now 
her fashion appeal is capturing attention as the star of G-Star RAW’s new campaign.

ON POINTE.

Keenan wears G-Star RAW

FA S H ION

101 | Vs.


